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The Analysis of lllustrations in Middle School Physical Education
Textbooks based on the 2015 Revised National Curriculum:
From Perspectives of Gender Equality and Inclusive Education

Ja Young Park(Ewha Womans University, Master) -
Yaejee Kim(Ewha Womans University, Master Student) -
So-Yeun Kim(Ewha Womans University, Professor)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze illustrations in middle school physical education (PE) textbooks based
on the 2015 revised national curriculum, specifically from perspectives of gender equality and inclusive education
for students with disabilities. A total of 12 general PE textbooks was examined according to the number of female
and male figures in text illustrations, and the ratio of male to female characters for people with disabilities, the type
of disability and the appearance setting (inclusion/segregation) in text illustrations. Using SPSS 27, independent
t-tests were conducted to examine differences between the number of female and male charterers in text. Distorted
expressions toward pepole with disabilities were analyzed based on the guideline by the Human Rights Forum of
Persons with Disabilities in Korea (2013). The results are as follows. First, there was no significant difference of
the gender ratio in text illustrations. Second, there were significant differences of gender ratio in illustrations in the
areas of challenge, competition, expression. Third, there was no significant difference in the gender ratio of
illustrations for persons with disabilities in text illustrations. However, people with disabilities were much less
frequently represented than those without disabilities in text illustrations. Fourth, the frequency of physical disability
was the highest among the disability types, and the rate of segregation was remarkably higher than inclusion. Fifth,
inappropriate language when talking about people with disabilities were related to mainly 'expressions exaggerating
the people with disability as superhuman or a source of emotion' and 'expressions emphasizing overcoming
disabilities and rehabilitation'. Based on the findings of this study, discussions and directions for the future revision
of PE textbooks from the viewpoint of gender equality and inclusive education were suggested in terms of

developing textbook guidelines and finding appropriate textbook authors.
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