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A Study on the Meaning of Sports Memorabilia Collection and the
Formation of Sports Cultural Capital

Minjeong Kwak(Inha University, Ph.D. Student) - Minkyu Kim(nha University, Assistant Professor)

ABSTRACT

This study explores the act of collecting sports memorabilia from the perspective of forming sports cultural
capital, and analyzes the personal and sociocultural meanings and values embedded in this activity. In-depth
interviews were conducted with seven collectors who had over five years of experience in collecting sports
memorabilia. Thematic analysis was used to identify the motivations for collection and the process of cultural capital
formation. The results show that sports memorabilia serve as meaningful objects that reflect individuals® sports
experiences and identities. These items evoke personal memories and emotions, helping collectors develop and
maintain a sense of belonging and affection. Furthermore, collecting activities promote interaction with others who
share similar interests and provide opportunities to deepen sports knowledge and understanding. Some viewed
memorabilia as investment assets, focusing on rarity and market value. Sports memorabilia thus carry emotional,
social, cultural, and economic significance, and play a vital role in the formation of sports cultural capital. This
study is meaningful in that it analyzes sports collecting culture through the lens of cultural capital, and it is

expected to provide a theoretical foundation for future research in sports culture and fandom studies.

Key words: Sports Memorabilia, Sports Collector, Collection Behavior, Sports Cultural Capital
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