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An Exploratory Study on Tournament Participation and Organisational
Development of Female Tennis Beginners in Their Twenties

Jeehee Byeon(Ewha Womans University, Master’s student) * Eunah Hong(Ewha Womans University, Associate Professor)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this exploratory study was to identify the key issues of tennis tournaments from the perspective
of female beginners in their twenties and to suggest improvements for future development. A total of ten female
club members with less than five years of tennis experience were selected as participants. Semi-structured in-depth
interviews were conducted on a one-to-one basis, and thematic analysis was applied to derive the findings. First,
regional disparities in access to competitions and the fragmentation of platforms resulted in limited information
accessibility. Second, the verification process for tennis experience —the main eligibility criterion for beginner
tournaments —was inadequate, leading to frequent cases of players concealing their actual experience. Third, the term
“terini” (tennis beginner) encompassed not only novices but also players of intermediate or higher levels, causing
ambiguity in competition categories. Based on these results, the study offers three policy suggestions: (1) the
establishment of a unified information platform at the organisational level (KATA, KATO, KTA) to centralise
tournament details; (2) the adoption of an integrated skill-based index, drawing upon the operational principles of
the NTRP system; and (3) the creation of dedicated divisions for female beginners within the existing ranking
systems to reflect the nuanced skill gaps among women players. These measures are expected to enhance fairness,

accessibility, and inclusivity in amateur women’s tennis competitions.

Key words: female tennis club members, tennis beginners, amateur tournaments, playing experience
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