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The Impact of Climate Change Awareness on Behavior and Willingness to
Pay among Seasonal Sports Participants

Jongsoon Kim(Kangwon National University, Senior Researcher) * Hojeong Seo(lnha University, Adjunct professor) *
Hyesun Kim(Kangwon National University, Professor)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the relationship between climate change awareness, interest, engagement,
behavioral intention, and willingness to pay among ski and snowboard participants. A total of 269 participants were
studied, and all data analyses were conducted using SPSS and AMOS. The research methods used included frequency
analysis, descriptive statistics, confirmatory factor analysis, and regression analysis. The results indicated, first, climate
change awareness had a significant indirect effect on willingness to pay, mediated by behavioral intention. Second,
climate change awareness increased engagement, which in turn strengthened behavioral intention, leading to
willingness to pay, demonstrating a significant chain mediation pathway. Finally, the pathway showing that awareness
increases interest, which then strengthens engagement, leading to behavioral intention, and ultimately to willingness to
pay was also significant. Hypothesis testing confirmed that the awareness — engagement — behavioral intention —
willingness to pay path had the strongest mediating effect. In conclusion, to increase willingness to pay, a stepwise
intervention that goes beyond simply raising awareness and enhances individual engagement and behavioral intention
is necessary. This suggests that a strategic approach that promotes citizen participation and engagement is essential
in climate change response policies, beyond simply providing knowledge and issue-related information.
Multidimensional academic approaches are necessary for problems arising from diverse psychological and social

factors, such as behavioral intentions and willingness to pay environmental costs in response to climate change.

Key words: Winter sports, Ski, snowboard, Climate change awareness, Behavioral intention, Willingness to pay
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